24                             DEATH DUTIES

any interval, either certainly or contingently, and
either originally or by way of substitutive limitation,
and the expression "on the death'' includes "at a
period ascertainable only by reference to the death/'

Release of Life Interests

The case of Attorney-General v. Beech1 raised the
question as to whether there was a "passing'7 of
property upon the death of a life tenant, he having
previously surrendered his life interest to the
remainder-man. The Court of Appeal decided
there was no such passing, and Estate Duty
accordingly was not payable. The case of A ttorney-
General v. De Preville2 carried the matter further
by deciding that Estate Duty was not chargeable
in such a case, even where the surrender had been
made within twelve months of the death of the
life tenant. Section n of the Finance Act, 1900,
enacted, however, that (in the case of every person
dying after the 3ist March, 1900), notwithstanding
any such surrender, the property should still be
deemed to pass upon the life tenant's death, unless
such surrender were bond fide made twelve months3
before the death, and bond fide possession and
enjoyment of the property assumed immediately
upon the surrender and thenceforward retained to
the entire exclusion of the life tenant, or of any
benefit to him by contract or otherwise.

1   [1899] A.C. 53-

z   [1900] i Q.B. 223.

3 Extended to three years in cases of deaths on or after 3oth April,

1909,  except as regards dispositions, surrenders, etc., made before 3oth
April, 1908, or made for public or charitable purposes.   Finance Act

1910, sect. 59 (i).